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INTRODUCTION 

 “For which cause we faint not; but though our 

outward man perish, yet the inward man is 

renewed day by day. For our light affliction, 

which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 

more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 

while we look at not at the things which are 

seen, but at the things which are not seen: for 

the things which are seen are temporal; but the 

things which are not seen are eternal.” - 2 

Corinthians 4:16-18 

You may be going through hard times now, don’t worry, 

God will not stay back forever, this book is for you, be 

encouraged! 
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1. PRAY TO GOD 

“So it was, that while he was serving as priest 

before God in the order to his division, 

according to the custom of the priesthood, his 

lot fell to burn incense when he went into the 

temple of the Lord. And the whole multitude of 

the people was praying outside at the hour of 

incense.” - Luke 1:8-10 NKJV 

“Pray without ceasing” 1 Thessalonians 5:17. 

“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray 

about everything. Tell God what you need, and 

thank him for all he has done. Then you will 

experience God’s peace, which exceeds 

anything we can understand. His peace will 

guard your hearts and minds as you live in 

Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7 NLT  

It is your constant fellowship with God that will make 

God reveal things at their appropriate time to you. 

One of the ways to communicate with God is by 

prayers. If you have made God your only focus, you will 

discover that you cannot do without prayers. 

Prayer is communication with God. Prayer is 

acknowledging our insufficiency before God. 

The reason why we can pray to God and be sure that 

God will answer is because He has said so. 

“Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to 

Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek 

Me and find Me, when you search for Me with 

all your heart.” Jeremiah 29:12-13 NKJV. 

In the passage in Luke 1:8-10, Zacharias went to burn 

incense before God. Our prayers goes to God as 

incense. Notice that Zacharias went into the temple of 

the Lord to offer prayers while the multitudes were 

outside praying. In times of difficulties, you need to 
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separate yourself from the multitude and meet with 

God in the secret. 

“And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as 

the hypocrites are: for they love to pray 

standing in the synagogues and in the corners 

of the streets, that they may be seen of men. 

Verily I say unto you, They have their 

reward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into 

thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, 

pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy 

Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee 

openly.” Matthew 6:5-6 

Where you pray matters. When you are going through 

difficult times, it is not time to run up and down from 

one prayer house to another. It is not time to call on 

others to pray for you even though it is good. It is time 

to be alone with God. It is time to pour out yourself to 

God in secret. Our God is ever willing to help us. It is 

our restlessness and departure from Him that most 

times expose us to difficult situations.  

Prayer works especially because God desires that He 

have an active link with you. That link can be kept 

active via the instrumentality of prayers. 

I encourage you to pray. We have a God who answers 

prayer done from a genuine heart full of trust for God. 

God is faithful. Tell Him the challenges you are facing, 

keep an open mind, He will teach you the way out. 

No man can help you when God has not commanded 

it. God is always ready to help you. 

“He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and 

lifteth the needy out of the dunghill; That he 

may set him with princes, even with the princes 

of his people. He maketh the barren woman to 

keep house, and to be a joyful mother of 

children. Praise ye the LORD.” Psalms 113:7-9 

KJV 



Be Encouraged  Marcus Edibogi Akor 

6 | P a g e  
 

2. REMAIN RIGHTEOUS BEFORE GOD 

“And they were both righteous before God, 

walking in all the commandments and 

ordinances of the Lord blameless.” Luke 1:6. 

Righteousness before God is different from self-

righteousness or righteousness before people. 

Righteousness before God is a fundamental basic 

requirement to succeed in hard times. It is in hard 

times that we are faced with alternatives that are not 

of God. The true righteousness of a man is tested in 

hard times. 

In our text above, the Word of God records that both 

Zacharias and his wife Elizabeth were righteous before 

God; despite their childless situation. 

Righteousness before God means having a right 

standing and attitude with God. It means you are 

completely consecrated to God and you are in complete 

obedience to His will. That is why in our scripture 

above, you read that they were “walking in all the 

commandments and ordinances of the Lord 

blameless.” Wow, this is deep! 

Now, you notice that they walked in “all” and not 

“some” of the commandments of God emphasising the 

need for absolute obedience to God’s righteous 

commands. Partial obedience is not obedience at all. 

That is why the scripture says in  

Matthew 5:37, “But let your communication be, 

Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than 

these cometh of evil.”  

So there is a great need to completely obey God. 

Another thing to notice in our scripture above is that 

the commandments and ordinances are of the Lord not 

men. The commandments of men turn you from the 

truth (Titus 1:14). For example, I asked a woman who 

attends a particular denomination if she believes in the 
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Blood of Jesus being taken in communion since the 

issues she related to me for prayers can only be helped 

by the believe in the communion of the Blood of Jesus. 

She answered that their church knows that taking 

communion is in the Bible but they were commanded 

not to take because when they take the communion, in 

no time they still fall back to sin. I showed her  

Matthew 26:27-28 “And He took the cup and 

gave thanks, and gave it to them saying; Drink 

ye, all of it; For this is my blood of the new 

testament, which is shed for many for the 

remission of sins.” 

First of all, the primary reason for the Blood is for the 

remission of sins meaning freedom, pardon, 

deliverance, forgiveness, liberty from sins and all it 

has. The Blood of Jesus releases us from bondage or 

imprisonment. 

Now, the Lord commanded that we drink His blood in 

remembrance of Him whom is the Truth thereby 

making us focus on the Truth.  

“After the same manner also he took the cup, 

when he had supped, saying, this cup is the 

new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as 

ye drink it, in remembrance of me.”1 

Corinthians 11:25 

But the commandment of man says people should not 

drink the blood thereby turning them away from the 

truth.  

Titus 1:14 says, “Not giving heed to Jewish 

fables, and commandments of men, that turn 

from the truth.” 

We must live in total obedience to the commandments 

of the Lord and never give a thought to the 

commandments of men. 
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The commandments of men leads one to perish.  

Colossians 2:20-23 says, “Wherefore if ye be 

dead with Christ from the rudiments of the 

world, why, as though living in the world, are 

ye subject to ordinances, (touch not; taste not; 

handle not; which all are to perish with the 

using;) after the commandments and doctrines 

of men? Which things have indeed a shew of 

wisdom in will worship, and humility, and 

neglecting of the body: not in any honour to the 

satisfying of the flesh.” 

We must obey the commandments of God over and 

above the commandments of men. This will guarantee 

our success at all times including difficult times. 

By obeying God’s word completely, we are made 

righteous and by being consistent in obeying God, we 

remain righteous. 

May God grant you the grace to remain righteous in 

Jesus Name. Amen. 

What if I have sinned? 

Come now, and let us reason together, saith 

the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they 

shall be as white as snow; though they be red 

like crimson, they shall be as wool. If ye be 

willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of 

the land: But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be 

devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the 

LORD hath spoken it. Isaiah 1:18-50 KJV 

The same God who will help you offers an invitation to 

you to come so that He will forgive you. 

One of the most significant thing that happen to us 

when we come to the Lord is that He helps us discover 

where we have gone wrong and helps you too, if you 

are willing to overcome. He is a God full of mercies and 

compassion that fails not. 
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Trust Him to make you whole and remain righteous 

before Him so that you can eat the good of the land.  
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3. PATIENCE 

“And they were both righteous before God, 

walking blamelessly in all the commandments 

and ordinances of the Lord. But they had no 

children because Elizabeth was barren and they 

both were quite old”. - Luke 1: 6-7 

For ye have need of patience, that, after ye 

have done the will of God, ye might receive the 

promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall 

come will come, and will not tarry. - Hebrews 

10:36-37  

How many of us would have this testimony with God 

even in the midst of towering challenges in our life. 

They were both righteous before God. Walking 

blamelessly in all the commandments and ordinances 

of the Lord even though they had no children. Can we 

relate this to our specific situation? Let’s say you’ve 

been trusting God for healing for a very long time and 

you are under pressure to seek healing from other 

sources of healing apart from God. Will you remain 

with God or you’ll give in to the easy way out? 

From the scripture above, you see that the couple were 

both old at the same time the woman was barren. That 

tells me some things: 

1. That they have been in the childless situation for 

a long time. 

2. That God was fully aware of their need for child. 

I have come to believe that most times, when God 

wants to give a deliverer to the world in form of a child, 

there will be great delay to the family He finds blessed 

to convey such a child. Therefore, I can dare to say 

consider yourself blessed in that your circumstance 

and delay. They are all working out a greater glory. All 

you need after keeping faith with God is patience. The 

couple in Luke 1 were patient. Patience is a virtue. An 

impatient person cannot have God’s best. God’s 

thoughts and ways are not the same as ours. The 

scripture says 
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 ” For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways, saith the 

LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the 

earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, 

and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 

55:8-9 

We need patience to see the mighty works of God in our 

lifetime. 

Now let’s explore patience. Hebrews 6:12, Hebrews 

10:36 

“We also want you not to become sluggish but 

instead to become imitators of those who 

through faith and perseverance are inheriting 

the promises.” 

“Therefore, don’t throw away your assurance, 

which has a great reward. For you need 

endurance so that having done the will of God, 

you may receive the promise.” 

So we need patience, endurance & perseverance; 

because God who promise is more willing to give to us 

than we ask. 

Do you lack patience? We cannot generate patience by 

and from ourselves. Ask the Lord to give you grace to 

be patient. He will give you.  

Isaiah 30:18  And therefore will the LORD wait, 

that he may be gracious unto you, and 

therefore will he be exalted, that he may have 

mercy upon you: for the LORD is a God of 

judgment: blessed are all they that wait for 

him. 

Be patient!  
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4. EXPECT ANSWERS TO PRAYERS 

“And an angel of the Lord appeared to him 

there, standing on the right side of incense 

altar. And Zacharias was disturbed when he 

saw him, and he became very fearful. But the 

angel said to him, “Don’t be afraid, Zacharias, 

because your prayer has been heard. Your wife 

Elisabeth will bear you a son and you shall call 

his name John. (Luke 1:11-13) 

“But Zacharias said to the angel, “How can I be 

sure of this for I am an old man and my wife is 

quite advanced in age?”” Luke 1:18 

“And blessed is she that believed: for there shall 

be a performance of those things which were 

told her from the Lord.” Luke 1: 45 

Who told you that God is not aware of your situation 

and circumstances before He gave you the promise? 

You see many of us esteem our situations above the 

Word of God in our life. And it is not supposed to be 

so. Dr. Tunde Bakare puts it thus, he said,  

“We make God into the likeness of our 

circumstances instead of believing in His Word 

which says He made us in His own image and 

likeness.”  

That’s it! God did not make you in the image and 

likeness of your situation. He made you in His own 

image and likeness. We must always see God above our 

situations and believe him when we pray and as well 

expect answers to our prayers. 

As at the time of this writing, I told a brother that our 

situations and needs may be bigger than us but it is 

not bigger than God. 

If only we can see with the eyes of God, we will move 

every mountain. 

From the scripture above, the statement of the angel 

reveals that Zacharias have been praying for a child. 
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And that is why God sent the angel to him. But 

Zacharias was already convinced of his old age 

condition than the answer of God to his prayer. 

Zacharias doubt is revealed in his response to the 

angel, “How can I be sure of this for I am an old man…?”Can you 

see how he esteemed his condition more than God’s 

word? 

Once we ask God for anything, we must believe that he 

hears us, and will surely answer us, if our request is 

according to His will. 

Proverbs 23:18 says “For surely there is an end; 

and thine expectation shall not be cut off”. 

What is your expectation? 

For whatever you are praying to God for, create an 

expectation. 

Once we have an expectation, we can know it when 

answers to our prayers come. But if we don’t have an 

expectation, we can miss out of our answers to prayers. 

I ask you again, what is your expectation? 

Do you have an expectation? 

You may be asking the kind of question Zacharias 

asked, “How can I come out of this trouble, 

circumstance or situation? How can this be? How can 

that be? 

Cease from all your “How can”? All you should be 

concerned with is “God can!” 

We must understand the character of God that He is 

“predictable” and “not predictable.” The predictability 

of God is that we know He has our best at heart but 

how He will bring that best to pass is unpredictable. 

Mark 10:27 says “Jesus looking at them said, 

“With men it is impossible, but not with God, 

for all things are possible with God.” 
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Luke 1:37 says “For with God nothing shall be 

impossible.” 

Another thing to help us is when we expect things from 

God, we should be open minded and not stick to a 

particular way God will answer. God can come in an 

unexpected way, remember, His ways are not our 

ways, so we must be tuned to God to receive our 

expectations because it may come in a time and way 

we do not expect. 

Be open minded towards God, your expectation shall 

come to pass. 
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5. BEWARE OF PEOPLE 
Many of us are victims of people’s opinions of our life. 

Jesus speaking in  

Matthew 10:17 says, “Beware of men”. 

“But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, 

because he knew all men, and needed not that 

any should testify of man, for He knew what 

was in man.” John 2: 24-25. 

“When her neighbors and her relatives heard 

that the Lord had demonstrated his great 

mercy towards her, they rejoiced with her. So it 

happened on the eight day that they came to 

circumcise the child. And they would have 

named him Zacharias after the name of the 

father. But his mother answered and said, “No, 

instead he will be called John”. And they said to 

her, “But you don’t have any relatives with that 

name. Then they made signs to his father, 

asking what he would have him called. Luke 

1:58-62. 

At every point in our life we must exalt God’s Word in 

our life above the words of men. Most times the things 

people say to us are not bad but always remember that 

not everything that is good is God. 

Is naming the child Zacharias bad? Is Zacharias not a 

good name? Infact Zacharias means “Jehovah 

Remembers” and it’s of Hebrew origin. So what is 

wrong? The question should be, “is that the name God 

gave?” Ofcourse, a big no! God is not an author of 

confusion. He was specific when he met Zacharias in 

the temple. He said  

“…You shall call his name John”! (Luke 1:13). 

You see when God gave you His word, He did not call 

a conference of people to agree with Him for you. I 
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believe that is why Zacharias was separated from the 

people. He was in the temple and the people were 

outside praying. (Luke 1:10). If God gave you a word 

personally and in private, why do you have to consult 

and bend to people’s opinions? Do you believe people 

more than God? 

A great thing to notice in our scripture above is the firm 

position Elizabeth took as it got to do with people’s 

opinion of her child’s name. She was strong and 

courageous enough to say “No, instead he will be called 

John”! 

We must not remain silent when people speak contrary 

to God’s word in our life. We must speak what God 

speaks! That’s where victory lies. Notice that it was her 

relatives who were giving the names they felt is best for 

the child and the family. My dear reader, you must 

beware of people! People think they know you better 

than God. That is why you see the persistence of the 

people in Luke 1:61. 

“And they said to her, “But you don’t have any 

relatives with that name”. 

Oh, they think they know you and can detail all that 

concerns you. They don’t, only God knows you.  

“Then the Word of the Lord came unto me, 

saying, Before I formed thee in the belly I knew 

thee; and before thou camest forth out of the 

womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a 

prophet unto the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:4-5). 

So where were the people when God formed you in the 

belly? You must align and believe God’s word 

concerning your life. Romans 3:4 says,  

“Let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is 

written, that thou mightiest be justified in thy 
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sayings, and mightiest overcome when thou are 

judged.” 

Reward of Sticking to God’s Word 

There is always a reward for staying with God’s word. 

Zechariahs healing to hear and speak was dependent 

on the right word of God. Imagine if Elizabeth 

succumbed to the opinions of her neighbours & 

relatives, Zacharias will remain deaf and dump. 

Many of our conditions remain “deaf and dump” 

because we are relying more on men’s word than God’s 

word. If you find yourself in such condition, you need 

to repent and trust God. He is a faithful God. Every 

word He has spoken to you will come to pass. His word 

will remain forever.  

“Heaven and Earth will perish but my words will 

in no way fail” Luke 21:35. 

God’s word for your life will no way fail. Hallelujah. You 

must be very strong and courageous to stand with 

God’s word against people’s opinion. 
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6. SPEAK WHAT GOD SPEAKS! 

“And his mouth was opened immediately, and 

his tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised 

God”. Luke 1:64 

Death and life are in the power of the tongue: 

and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof. 

Proverbs 18:21  

For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by 

thy words thou shalt be condemned. Matthew 

12:37  

The Bible says, immediately, Zacharias opened his 

mouth and spoke! Have you wondered what He spoke? 

He spoke the Word of the Lord concerning the 

situation. 

Concerning your situation, there is a word from the 

Lord that can deliver you. 

On the day I was on this chapter, I had an experience 

with Sarah, a teenager of sixteen years who walked into 

my office to look for her elder sister who volunteers 

with me. It was my first time meeting her even though 

the sister told me about her before. When she 

introduced herself and stated her mission, 

unfortunately, the sister did not come to the office on 

the day and I told her she maybe at the Leadership 

Retreat happening in town. I offered her to stay around 

a while and when she did. We spoke about topics 

ranging from being born again, baptism of the Holy 

Ghost, Praying in Tongues, and the importance of the 

Word of God, then I told her we should pray in tongues 

for 5 minutes. I told her God will speak to her in the 

process. She confessed God has not spoken to her 

before. I told her, He will speak to her today. After 5 

minutes of praying in tongues, I asked her what the 

Lord said. She responded, “He said, “Do not be afraid 

to pray in tongues””. And she added, “I now have 

courage!”. 
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You see, the Word of God is life and spirit. God does 

not make noise, whatever He says to us have the power 

within itself to make it happen. 

John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the 

flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak 

unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.  

Hitherto, my friend was afraid of praying in tongues, 

only God could have known that because I didn’t know. 

But when God’s word came, she got courage instantly! 

What are you saying concerning your situation?  

Many of us concretize our adverse situation by 

speaking negatively about our situation. We complain 

and say all manner of things that keep us bound to the 

situation. You speak what God is speaking concerning 

your matter. 

If you are ill and you pray to God for healing, God’s 

word says,  

“…by whose stripes ye were healed.” 1 Peter 

2:24 

It is the Word of God you should be speaking not any 

other word, not even your own word! Whatever, the 

situation, as you pray, God will speak, speak His Word! 

That is how deliverance come. That is how to overcome 

your ugly situation! 

Your tongue have great power. It is with your tongue 

you craft your situation. The Word of God tells us 

clearly that death and life lies in the power of our 

tongue. We must use our tongue to speak what God 

speaks, otherwise, it is death that we call on ourselves. 

God’s word are spirit and they are life. So you can’t 

speak God’s word concerning your situation and the 

situation will remain dead, no way!  

Be careful and conscious what you say concerning 

your life and situation. God’s desire is to bring you out 
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of hard time, but you must cooperate with Him by 

speaking what He is saying concerning you. 

It is well with you!  



Be Encouraged  Marcus Edibogi Akor 

21 | P a g e  
 

7. PRAISE GOD 

“And his mouth was opened immediately, and 

his tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised 

God”. Luke 1:64 

“In everything give thanks: for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus concerning you”. 1 

Thessalonians 5:18. 

The second scripture above is one of my favourite 

scripture in the Bible. I love it because it brings 

refreshing to my spirit and soul anytime I meditate on 

it. 

Our tendencies to complain, murmur and quarrel God 

in difficult times is very natural. But the truth is that 

no one who complains get anything from God rather 

destruction. 

The Bible says, “In everything”! In everything means in 

everything. There should be no time, circumstance or 

situation that we should not thank God. Thanking God 

in everything is God’s will for us in Christ Jesus. 

The more you are thankful, the more your tank is full. 

If you are not grateful to God you are a great fool. At 

the time of writing this book, I was just admiring the 

heavens and thinking on all that God has made. A 

question came to me, “how much is heaven”? How 

much did it cost God to create the sky, moon, sun and 

stars? How much did we pay God to create us? And the 

question is endless, then why do we worry over our 

challenges as if our problems are bigger than God? 

When we give honest answers to the questions above, 

we will fall in total worship and appreciation to God. 

God deserves our praise. He owes us nothing but we 

owe Him everything including praise. 

“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and 

honour and power: for thou hast created all 

things, and for thy pleasure they are and were 

created.” Revelation 4:11. 
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Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods? 

Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in 

praises, doing wonders? Exodus 15:11. 

 Hallelujah! 

Our God is worthy to be praised. When we praise Him 

even in our difficult situations, we are fulfilling 

scripture.  

You may be seeing your circumstances and saying 

there is nothing to thank God for. Psalms 103:1-5 says,  

“Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 

within me, bless his holy name.  

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all 

his benefits: 

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth 

all thy diseases; 

Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who 

crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender 

mercies 

Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so 

that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” 

We can go on and on, just thinking alone on all these 

His benefits to us, we have nothing to say but to thank 

Him. 

The Bible says, “The just shall live by faith not by sight”. 

If you keep seeing your situation, you’ll never praise 

God. Praise God for the help you see coming to you! 

Praise God for the prosperity He is bringing to you. 

Praise Him for His great precious promises over your 

life. Praise God in everything. 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 says “For which cause we 

faint not; but though our outward man perish, 
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yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For 

our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 

worketh for us a far more exceeding and 

eternal weight of glory; while we look at not at 

the things which are seen, but at the things 

which are not seen: for the things which are 

seen are temporal; but the things which are not 

seen are eternal.” 

My dear friend, change what you see. The poverty you 

see is temporal! The health challenge you see now is 

temporal. The situation you are in now is temporal. So, 

set your eyes and mind on the things which are not 

seen and it will propel you into praising God. 

“Almighty God, that is your name, you will never 

share your glory with anyone, you will never share 

your glory with anybody. Almighty God, that is your 

name”.  

My dear reader, cast off every garment of sorrow and 

put on the garment of praise. In so doing, you’ll praise 

God and God will be pleased to grant you your request. 

Remember, it is with thanksgiving we enter into His 

gates, it is with praise we enter into His courts! 

Psalm 100:4 “Enter into his gates with 

thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be 

thankful unto him, and bless his name”. 

Develop a lifestyle of praising God and you’ll always be 

in His court to legislate on matters that concerns your 

life and destiny. May God grant you the garment of 

praise in Jesus name. Amen. 
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8. GOD WILL HELP YOU 

Luke 1:57 Now Elisabeth's full time came that 

she should be delivered; and she brought forth 

a son.  

God’s time is the best. When the time for your 

breakthrough comes, nothing and no one can stop you! 

The Bible says from our scripture above, when 

Elisabeth’s full time came to deliver, she brought forth 

a son. 

I see the Lord helping you bring forth that which you 

desire of Him in Jesus’ name. 

It takes nine months to wait for the delivery of a child. 

In that period, there are loads of discomfort, patience, 

pain and excitement looking forward to the delivery. So 

it is with our situation that is hard, while we wait on 

God for help, you must know that God will help you. 

He is ever faithful. He is a God who is ever faithful even 

in our unfaithfulness. God is committed to providing 

for all our needs even when we are not committed. The 

reason why His provision may not reach us is because 

by default, our lack of commitment to Him drags us 

from the divine location where God can reach us. 

Otherwise, God keeps supplying. If you return and 

repent, and you become committed, you’ll be hooked 

back to the location where your allocation is delivered. 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present 

help in trouble. Psalms 46:1 

My dear friend, rest on God, He will help you! 
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9. TAKE ACTION 

“And it came to pass, that, as soon as the days 

of his ministration were accomplished, he 

departed to his own house. And after those 

days his wife Elisabeth conceived, and hid 

herself five months, saying, Thus hath the Lord 

dealt with me in the days wherein he looked on 

me, to take away my reproach among men. 

Luke 1:23-25  

You will notice that soon after Zacharias finished his 

ministration, the Bible says, “he departed to his own 

house.” And shortly after “those days, his wife 

Elisabeth conceived”.  

Do you think Elizabeth would have conceived if 

Zacharias remained in the temple praying and wasting 

time? He had an option to remain there until God open 

his mouth but he went back home because he knew 

God has spoken and it is on his part to take the 

necessary action. 

Apostle John Egwu said “Whatever you want from God, 

you have a role to play.” 

After you have prayed, trust God to take specific 

actions. You can never pray away your responsibility. 

Waiting on God does not mean being passive. While 

you wait on Him, be active in things that give glory to 

Him. 

Sometimes, what prayer does is to open our wisdom to 

resources, gifts and talents we have that we never took 

serious. It is our responsibility to go to work on things 

that we can take care of while we wait for our big break. 

Refuse to be idle.  
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10. YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN! 
You must be born again otherwise all we have been 

saying in this book is not for you. 

John 3:1-7  There was a man of the Pharisees, 

named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: The 

same came to Jesus by night, and said unto 

him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher 

come from God: for no man can do these 

miracles that thou doest, except God be with 

him. Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, 

verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born 

again, he cannot see the kingdom of 

God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a 

man be born when he is old? can he enter the 

second time into his mother's womb, and be 

born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto 

thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 

Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 

which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not 

that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 

Jesus’ answer to Nicodemus’ question on the miracles 

Jesus does …Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 

born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God… speaks volume. 

The miracle, breakthrough, godliness, healing, 

prosperity and all that you are desiring is a Kingdom 

of God thing. You can’t access it while outside the 

Kingdom of God. 

It is becoming born again that makes you part of the 

Kingdom of God and as a consequence you enjoy all 

that is therein. 

Why do I need to be born again? 

Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come 

short of the glory of God 

All have sinned not some have sinned and as a result, 

we don’t reflect the glory of God. 
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Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but 

the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  

So do you see what sin causes us? Anything not 

working in your life is called death; and that is the 

reward of sin. 

But there is hope in Jesus Christ, our Lord when you 

give Him your life, He imparts life to everything in your 

life. What a gracious and merciful God! 

How do I become born again? 

To become born again starts with a simple prayer 

asking God to forgive you your sins. 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he 

gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life. 

You become born again by believing that Jesus Christ 

is the Son of God who came to die for your sins, repent 

of your sins, and ask Him for forgiveness of your sins 

and following Him all the days of the rest of your life. 

Becoming born again is making Jesus Christ, Lord and 

Master of your life. 

Act 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, 

and be baptized every one of you in the name 

of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 

shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Are you ready to be born again? You can pray with me: 

“Lord God, may your glorious name be praised that 

I am alive today to make this decision. You alone 

are God. Lord God, I am a sinner. Have mercy on 

me, O God, according to your loving kindness: 

according unto the multitude of your tender mercies 

blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly 
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from mine iniquity and clean me from my sin. I am 

sorry and I ask forgiveness for my sins. Dear Jesus, I 

believe you are the Son of God. Forgive me and I will 

follow you. I make you Master and Lord over my 

life. Create in me a clean heart, and renew a right 

spirit within me. 

Thank You for saving me. I am born again!”  

If you prayed this prayer genuinely, then you are born 

again and I assure you, God has accepted you and you 

have entered into the Kingdom of God where miracles 

will happen to you. 

Congratulations, a new life has begun and your new 

duty is to start learning the ways of the Lord through 

reading and studying the Bible! 

It may even be that you just need to rededicate your 

life to Him; if that is the case, just ask Him to forgive 

you and take you back. You may say the prayer above 

as a re-affirmation of your faith.    

To obtain spiritual help as a new believer, send a mail 

to: marcusakor@yahoo.com  

God bless you. 
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